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Kingdom of the Netherlands

Source: Statistics Netherlands/Eurostat/CIA

Form of government Constitutional monarchy, parliamentary democracy

Head of state Queen Beatrix

Adminstrative divisions 12 provinces; 

Capital Amsterdam

Largest cities (inhabitants) Amsterdam (743,393), Rotterdam (599,859), 
The Hague (474.245) 

Area Total: 41,526 square kilometres

Land: 33,883 square kilometres

Elevation extremes Lowest 7 m below and Highest 322 m above sea level

Population 16,337,685 (May 2006)

Ethnic groups Dutch 83%, other 17% 

Religions Roman Catholic 31%, Dutch Reformed 13%, Calvinist 7%, 
Muslim 5.5%, other 2.5%, none 41% (2002)

Languages Dutch (official), Frisian (official)
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State Secretary for  
Health, Welfare and Sport 

Jet Bussemaker 

Minister of Health, Welfare and Sport 
Ab Klink 

Minister of Economic Affairs 
Maria van der Hoeven 

Minister for Foreign Trade
Frank Heemskerk 

Prime Minister, 
Minister of General Affairs 
Jan Peter Balkenende 

His Team

Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Finance

Wouter Bos 
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GDP EUR 501.9 billion (2005)

Economic growth 2.8% (August 2006)

Working population 7,499 million (1st quarter 2006)

Unemployed 483,000 (2005)

Economic growth EU 1.6% (2005)

Inflation rate 1.2% (May 2006)

Inflation in EU 2.5% (June 2006)

International trade Exports 281.30 billion euro (2005)

Imports 249.84 billion euro (2005)

Source: Statistics Netherlands/Eurostat/CIA
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Almost 30% 
below

sealevel
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Cloggies, tulip-eaters, coffeeshop-addicts, abortionists, 
tolerant, liberal and stingy: the image the Dutch have abroad. 
But is the Netherlands really a country full of sinners and 
funny folklore? 

So what do foreigners living in the Netherlands thi nk 
of its inhabitants?
Not surprisingly, they find out that not all Dutch are on 
drugs and that only an estimated 5,000 out of 16 million 
Dutch wear clogs.
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• Excellent science base and clinical research
• Access to Science & Technology 

ranked in  top 5 worldwide

• Industry, academia and government working
together

• Productive & open business climate
• Focus on today's health problems
• Good opportunities for business

from bench to bedside is a long way!

The Netherlands: 
IntegratedIntegrated Life Sciences Life Sciences InnovationInnovation
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Excellent science base and clinical research
Institutes

• 8 universities in biomedical sciences, 
• 2 universities in agricultural (Wageningen) and 

veterinarian sciences (Utrecht)
• several specialised research units for cancer, cellbiology, …
• NGI. National genomics programme (� 300 mln till 2008)

SeveralSeveralnewlynewly establishedestablishedPPP platforms for PPP platforms for appliedapplied R&DR&D
• TopInstitute Pharma(‘TIP), Biosciencepark Leiden

• Translational Molecular Medicine(‘CTMM’) Eindhoven High Tech Campus

• Biomedical Materials(‘BMM’)

• Biobank Network Academic Hospitals(Parelsnoer)
++

• Food and nutrition-delta(Food valley, Wageningen)

• Plant Breeding(‘Green Genetics’)
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General mission: “capitalizing on knowledge”

science �
clinical/translational research �

registration�
market

from bench to bedside…. 

3. good opportunities for business
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Issues for combined action Dutch private 
sector & government:

1. Networking industry – academia/clinical centres
2. Finance for growth of new SMEs
3. International networking and cooperation (i.a. 

Eurotransbio)
4. Creating good climate for innovation (human

capital, legal framework, public perception)
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Groningen

Amsterdam / Lelystad

Leiden

Utrecht

Wageningen

Rotterdam / Delft

Arnhem / Nijmegen /
Twente

Eindhoven

Maastricht
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Life Sciences
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Precompetitive Competitive
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The Biomedical Materials Program [EUR 
120 m]

The Center for Translational Molecular 
Medicine [EUR 400 m]

Top Institute Pharma [EUR 260 m]

Dutch Platform for Tissue Engineering 
[EUR 50 m]

Translational Regenerative Medicine 
[EUR 25 m ]

....

Source: EIM study for EZ [2006], Voorstel LSG [2006]



The Netherlands Genomics Initiative (NGI)

Founded in 2002 by 5 ministries 
Budget 550M� for 5 years

Aims
- Excellent Science 
- Economic Activity
- Society embedded

Source NGI
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Bundle

Genomics
Focus

Genomics Centers
TOP Quality

Source NGI
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Academia

Companies

SMEs

Start-up/Spin-
off

Tailored 
Collaboration

In-house
Public-Private 
Partnerships

Creation Validation

Valorization

Proof of concept in 
first patients

Commercialization

MARKET
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Biochip for sepsis (CTMM)

Injectable scaffolds for 
aneurism prevention 
(BMM)

Application of nanocrystals as 
an encapsulation for active 
medicines (TI Pharma)

Kidney cell based devices that can 
improve the effect of hemodialysis
(BMM)

Hybrid ceramic 
scaffolds (DPTE)

Exploratory research Long term strategic / 
Translational research

�� .. �������������� //

�� .. ���������� //

�� .. ����	����������	������ //

Netherlands Genomics 
Institute

Red (health care 
related) Biotech

Dutch Platform for 
Tissue Engineering

Parelsnoer
(String of Pearls)

Translational 
Regenerative Medicine

Applied research and product 
leads

ILLUSTRATIVE

Current PPPs and examples of anticipated product leads

Build Bundle Benefit

Targeted imaging of 
prostate cancer (CTMM)
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... SME can not comply to 
PPP’s charters for full-
fledged participation

... scope of PPP is too wide 
for SME’s R&D goals

... IP agreements do not fit 
SME’s business model

(INTERNATIONAL) COLLABORATION2
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Collaboration stimulation measures
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Presentation can be downloaded from the site
www.biofarmind.nl under “events” or directly

www.dutchbio.org/meetings
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